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ABSTRACT
This study intends to examine the effectiveness of using computer in 
teaching literature. In addition, this study was designed to investigate the 
students’ perceptions towards computer in learning literature. The study 
employed a quasi-experimental study. There were 46 form four students, 22 
males and 26 females, of SMK Seri Nilam, Kuala Terengganu who involved in 
the study. 23 students were in the control group and another 23 students were 
in the experimental group. The students in both the control and experimental 
group were taught a poem, Sonnet 18 and a short story, Lotus Eater during the 
study. The computer was used as a teaching tool in teaching the experimental 
group students. The teacher applied power-point presentation in teaching the 
poem and courseware in teaching short story. However, the students in the 
control group were taught using the traditional method of chalk and talk. Pre­
tests were administered to both the control and experimental group before the 
study began. After the teacher had completed teaching each topic, post-tests 
were given. An independent t-test was conducted on the raw scores of the pre­
test and it revealed that both groups were found to be equivalent in knowledge 
of content. The post-tests result indicated that the experimental group whose 
teacher used computer as a teaching tool performed as well as the control 
groups whose teacher used traditional method of talk and chalk. The computer 
did not boost students’ performance in learning literature. The students in the 
experimental groups were given questionnaires to elicit their perceptions 
towards using computer in learning literature after they had already sat for their 
second post-test. The finding revealed that they preferred to learn literature 
component using computer compared to the traditional way as they found it 
more interesting and enjoyable. Computer was also found to help them in 
understanding the lesson better.
CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Introduction
English is the most important language in the world. It is used globally in 
various fields especially in Information and Communication Technology and 
Commerce.
Realizing the importance of the language, the government has declared 
that English becomes the second language. It becomes a strong second 
language beginning from preschool. English is compulsory to be taught to the 
students throughout their schooling years in the primary and secondary school. 
However, passing the subject in the major examinations like UPSR, PMR and 
SPM is not compulsory. Professor Dr Logan Mahesan Baskaran, from the 
University of Malaya suggested that English should be made compulsory to be 
passed in the SPM examination in order to make the students realize that
English is as important as Bahasa Melayu (Kerajaan disaran wajibkan......
2002).
The primary aim of teaching the language is to enable the school leavers 
to have the communicative competence to use English in daily life, to perform 
daily functions and to enable them to use the language at the workplace. 
Having the competence in English would enable them to access information 
and undertake a course of study in English (A visit to Curriculum Development 
Centre, 2005). Hence, they are able to compete globally in this borderless
world. ‘If the study of English is to be of any value to the vast majority of 
students who are not going to find lucrative white-collar jobs waiting for them at 
the end of their compulsory term in school, then it must help them to cope with 
the real world in which they find themselves, a world in which their traditional 
culture is struggling to come to terms with the huge changes -  climatic, 
environmental, economic, technological, social and political -  which are 
sweeping the world of the late twentieth century, and which will certainly persist 
into new millennium. It is a pressing need that the rising generation is helped to 
understand, in whatever small ways are possible, some of the changes which 
most closely affect them or will come to affect them in the future’ (Davis, 1996 
p.223).
The ability or the proficiency in speaking the language is considered as 
bonus for the students. In this globalization era, it is very important for the 
students to know and master the language as it will enable them to gain 
knowledge and compete healthily among themselves.
1.2 Background of the study
The status of English during the colonial period was as a language of 
government, administration and commerce. After independence, English 
became the language of administration and education and Bahasa Melayu 
replaced English in every formal aspect. “The Language Act of 1967 relegated 
English from an alternate, official language to a second language. From 1970, 
English was phased out as a medium of instruction in all public schools and the 
process had reached the institutions of higher education by early 1980s” 
(Lowenberg, 1991, cited in Subramaniam, 2003a p.28).
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